
Looking to 
Eternity 

A resource aimed at non-Christians 

The world hurts. Bad things happen to good people, things that are unfair, things that just shouldn’t happen, especially not if 
there were a just God, a loving God. So is there a loving God? If there is why would He create such a painful world? Why 
doesn’t He help us if He loves us so much? Do we deserve it? Or de we just have the wrong perspective? 

This resource is designed to tackle these questions with a series of group discussions and some verses taken from the 
Bible. It will work best when everyone in the group engages with the questions and is honest with their answers, this can 
be a very sensitive subject so please be tactful with your comments. 
 
Take a few minutes to find out what hurts? 
 Invite the group to share some of the times in their lives they’ve been hurt, this can be emotional, physical 

or spiritual pain. (Remember to be extra sensitive if the issue is happening in the present). 

 Invite the group to share some times when they feel that they have been let down, by the world or by God 
(if they believe God exists). 

 Did you ever place any blame? If so, on whom/what? 

 Was that person/entity deserving of the blame? 

Whatever the problem/issue may be, it can be argued that the root of the pain came from the world; whether it be natural 
disaster, disease, or a pain inflicted by another person. But what makes/allows the world to be so painful? Stephen Fry 
once said “bone cancer in children? What’s that about? …Because the God who created this universe, if it was created by 
God, is quite clearly a maniac, utter maniac. Totally selfish.” 
Assuming God exists and He created the world: 
 Do you agree with Stephen Fry’s comment? 

 Would you offer any different argument? 

 What would you say to God if you had the chance? 

The Bible teaches that God made the universe, He made the world we live on, and it also teaches that because of the diso-
bedient/selfish nature of humans, God cursed the ground so that men would have to work and God made it so that women 
would suffer during labour (Genesis 1-3). Basically, because of the disobedient/selfish nature of humans they were cut off 
from God and became exposed to the world and all its painful ways. 
 Do you think that’s fair? 

 Do you think that humans are selfish by nature? 

 How would you feel if something you created and put all your love into turned its back on you even when 
all you wanted was the best for it? 

The Bible teaches that God hates it when we are in pain. It breaks His heart to see us that way because He loves us so 
much. So why doesn’t He help us? What if He already has? What if He has given us a way to escape from all of this pain? 
What if He has already provided us with a safe space, constantly under His protection, a space where we can love Him 
back? He has, He has made a way for us to go to Heaven! 



But it cost Him. It cost Him His son, Jesus Christ. So He knows pain. God came down to earth because He saw that we were 
in pain and were only headed towards more suffering and He doesn’t want that for us. So He came down in the form of 
Jesus to experience this world, to experience the suffering and the pain and to take it to the grave with Him. 

That’s why Jesus had to die, and so every time you’ve suffered, God not only sympathized but He empathized as well be-
cause He has felt that pain too, He knows how you felt/feel and He sent Jesus to make a way to place without this broken-
ness. Because of what Jesus did, because He died and rose again we can rise again and be invited into Heaven. 

Assuming that’s true: 

 Why does it have to be Heaven? Why can’t it be now? 

 Why do we have to wait so long? 

We have to wait because it’s a choice and God wants to give us time to make our own choice. The well-known phrase says 
“if you love something, set it free” and that’s what God has done for us, He has set us free to make our own choices. At a 
conference a man once asked a theologian “how can a loving God send someone to Hell?” and the theologian replied “it is 
because He loves that person that He will send them to Hell. When you love someone you respect their choices and since 
that person decided they didn’t want to know God in their life on Earth, God won’t force them to spend eternity with Him.” 

Have you ever heard someone say “life’s too short”? That’s because it was never supposed to be the only life that we have.  
It’s not God’s first choice of how life should be, we’re living in plan B right now but because God loves us so much, He has 
made a way for us to get back to plan A, which is Heaven. In comparison to eternity, life is incredibly short! And this state-
ment isn’t supposed to belittle anyone’s pain, but when we get to Heaven, all the pain we ever felt will seem like just a pa-
percut. 

So maybe our perspective is wrong because when we are in pain, we compare it to other people’s pain and their happiness, 
we compare it to the rest of the world. But when we compare our pain to the pure joy that is in Heaven then we have a 
whole new outlook on life. 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 

“For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So 
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.” 


